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Pastor’s message

!

Mark your calendar

Foothil ls fal l retreat
at Duvenek House

When:  Saturday, Oct. 3, 9 a.m. to 7:30
p.m.

Where:  The Duvenek House at lovely
Hidden Villa, 10 minutes from Foot-
hills Church

Program: Because of  staff  vacations
and Footnotes deadlines, the topic has
not been refined, but will come out of
the notion that in a denomination
where each person is recognized as the
ultimate authority about theology, it
behooves us to spend some time con-
templating who God is to each of us in-
dividually and as a church community.

Format:  We will gather at 9 a.m. for
a continental breakfast and welcome.
Matt will introduce the topic, then
with more snacks in hand, we will
break into small groups. A catered
lunch will be followed by more discus-
sion. Then time for “tea” and a chance
to explore the grounds and hills of
Hidden Villa, or take a nap. A short
“social hour” will precede a catered
dinner, which will be followed by a
wrap-up session and closing worship.

Cost will be about $70.

We are limited to 28 participants.
Questions? Call the church or Ann
Nelson, (650) 941-3430.

       –A.N.
[Ed. note: By the time I noticed this story
appears twice in this issue I was disinclined
to go to the work of removing and reformat-
ting; I figure it can stand repeating.]

ChildrenÕs choir resumes
FOOTHILLS Õ ELEMENTARY  CHOIR  begins its
third season Sept. 6. All kids grades K
through 5 are welcome to join the fun — no
previous singing experience is necessary.

Directors Kristin Burns and Fred
Cummins teach beginning music/singing
skills through a variety of  songs, games and
exercises. We will also learn some special
songs to sing in church in the coming
year. Rehearsals are on Sundays from 11:15
to 11:45 a.m. in the choir room. Registration
forms are available from the church office,
or call Kristin at (408) 266-8185.         –K.B.

Book Group  will start off  the season by dis-
cussing The Nine by Jeffrey Toobin. The
subtitle is “Inside the Secret World of  the
Supreme Court.” Should be relevant, after
the haggling over the Sotomayor nomi-
nation. We meet the fourth Tuesday of  the
month, in this case Sept. 22, at 10:30 a.m.,
in the Fireside Room. Please join us.
Questions? Call Ann Nelson, (650) 941-3430.

        –A.N.
WomenÕs Fellowship gathers at noon on
the second Tuesday of  the month for fellow-
ship, fun discussions, and sometimes we
solve the world’s and our own prob-
lems! Please join us with your bag lunch on
Sept. 8 in the Fireside Room. For questions
call Ann Nelson, (650) 941-3430.      –A. N.

Circle of Women  will meet Monday, Sept.
28, in the Learning Center from 7 to 9 p.m.
for a simple potluck and sharing. If  you have
any questions please contact Lee Rogers at
(650) 941-3925.  –L.R.

I  HAVE  BEEN FASHIONING  a book in my
   mind, but then I am always dreaming of

writing a book. For years Barbara and I have
been designing a book project called “Ritu-
als Run Awry” that tells the story of  all those
great worship rituals designed to uplift and
amaze only to crash and burn.

Burn is the operative word here. We have
many instances of the use of candles that
nearly turned tragic, but merely ended up
comic. Like the time we invited people to light
a taper and place it in a sand tray to express
their prayer. The heat of  the candles suddenly
reached a critical temperature, the wax melted
and the pooling wax all caught on fire while
I tossed sand to contain the blaze. I am told
that there is a burn mark you can still make
out on our own altar because of  a similar
ritual experiment.

The book I am now dreaming of  is a re-
flection on a game we played with our chil-
dren called “Tell Me a Story of  When You
Were Young.”

Our children would pick an age and we
would tell a story from our life that matched
that age. Like the time, when I was three, I
crossed the street that was forbidden by my
mother, climbed through a neighbor’s fence
only to notice a cow charging toward me. It
was probably a subtle move in cow terms, but
I have been nervous around cows ever since
that day. When I was six I dressed up as su-
perman and pretended to jump off  the roof
of  our porch. I thought my father, who had
just come home for lunch would be pleased.
Instead he took me to the bathroom to “as-
sume the position.”

It wasn’t until I had my own children that
I realized he was scared to death for me, and

Dreaming up a book
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Fal l Kick-Off
I T HAS BEEN A BUSY and enriching summer.
Our summer season started with the youth
mission trip to the Navajo Nation where we
grew in our faith and our appreciation of  the
United Church of Christ while painting a
youth center and playing with children. It
continued with the Fourth of  July hotdog
feast, the theater party, the all-church picnic
and arts camp. As always, it seems like sum-
mer ends too quickly.

But the good news is that all of  those pro-
grams that take a break for summer are start-
ing up again!

I am looking forward to seeing all of  the
children and youth who have been off  on va-
cation. I can’t wait to hear about all your ad-
ventures. Our children’s program kickoff will
be Sept. 6. We will have four classes this year:

! Preschool – 1st grade downstairs
! 2nd – 4th grade upstairs
! 5th - 7th grade in the Middle School room
! 8th grade and older in the PF room.

On Sept. 13 we will celebrate the begin-
ning of  fall programs with Homecoming
Sunday. This year we ask that each family
bring some food for the little white church.
In this way we will include our larger com-
munity in our homecoming celebration. We
will also have our Ministry Volunteer Fair
on Homecoming Sunday so bring your cal-
endars and a willing spirit to peruse the vol-
unteer opportunities for this fall.

Here are some other fall program dates:

Sunday, Sept. 13,  11:30-12:45  Middle School
Fellowship  Welcome 6th graders, and fall
planning No. 1

Sunday, Sept. 13, 6-8 p.m.    Pilgrim Fellow-
ship  Planning meeting. I hope to have a

mission focus for this year’s PF program. We
will brainstorm the types of  mission work we
would like to do.

Sunday, Sept. 20, 11:15-12:45   Middle School
Fellowship  Ice breakers and planning meet-
ing No. 2.

Sunday, Sept. 27, 11:30-12:30   Youth Fellow-
ships Parent meeting.

Saturday, Oct. 3,  Fall Adult Retreat  at Hid-
den Villa.

Foothil ls fal l retreat
When:  Saturday, Oct. 3, 9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Where:  The Duvenek House at lovely Hid-
den Villa, 10 minutes from Foothills Church
Program: Because of  staff  vacations and
Footnotes deadlines, the topic has not been
refined, but will come out of the notion that
in a denomination where each person is rec-
ognized as the ultimate authority about the-
ology, it behooves us to spend some time
contemplating who God is to each of us in-
dividually and as a church community.
Format:  We will gather at 9 a.m. for a con-
tinental breakfast and welcome. Matt will
introduce the topic, then with more snacks
in hand, we will break into small groups. A
catered lunch will be followed by more dis-
cussion. Then time for “tea” and a chance to
explore the grounds and hills of Hidden Villa,
or take a nap. A short “social hour” will pre-
cede a catered dinner, which will be followed
by a wrap-up session and closing worship.
Cost will be about $70.

We are limited to 28 participants. Ques-
tions? Call the church or Ann Nelson, (650)
941-3430.         –A.N.
[See also identical story, and ed. note, on back page. - Ed.]

To our friends at Foothil ls
W E CAN ÕT THANK  YOU  ENOUGH  for your
caring thoughts and prayers, the beautiful
flowers and cards. Also, for the volunteers
that came at the last minute’s notice to work
for me at the office. Although the circum-
stances were unfortunate, it was very
comforting to have loved ones in one place
and to know that we have such great sup-
port.                     — Susana Leung & Family

all along I thought it was because I wore my
underwear outside my blue pajamas.

Churches have stories to tell, as well. Some
of the stories are serious and tell a moral,
but many are little more than ironic anec-
dotes that reveal a truth with a smile and a
snicker, or a gentle “aha.”

Ruth Eager lived to be 101 when she fell
and broke her hip. She ended up in a nurs-
ing home from which she never returned. It
was as if  the patina on an old china cup had
cracked and the network of  lines, like a spi-
der web, spread out until the whole cup col-
lapsed. I called on her, and as a young (27
years old) minister asked her, quite awk-
wardly, if  she “felt this was a terminal situa-
tion.” She said to me, “Matt, once you pass
100, everything is terminal.”

This summer I have been reading the col-
lected works of  Diana Butler Bass, a re-
searcher of  religious trends, and a
documenter of the mainline church. She

writes: “We live in an age of  stories—not a
single story.” In other words there is no
single, story-line that defines who we are as
conservative, liberal, progressive, or tradi-
tional. We are a piece of  a larger narrative –
a “meta-story” it is called.

This is what is known as the post-mod-
ern, post-Christian world. In the days when
most of  us grew up we knew what it meant
to be part of  a “Christian world” or a “mod-
ern world.” According to researchers like
Diana Butler Bass, all that changed in 1957
– 1965, when malls opened for shopping on
Sunday, soccer leagues held their games
Sunday morning, and people questioned the
government’s right to wage an undeclared
war.

I have been reflecting on stories this sum-
mer and you will probably hear more of
them in the coming months. Stories tell us
who we are and where we have been and
where we think we are going. Come and join
me in collecting the stories of our faith com-
munity. Who knows, we may have a new
book project.

Matt BroadbentMatt BroadbentMatt BroadbentMatt BroadbentMatt Broadbent
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Beyond the courtyard

Continued on page 4

Part  of  t he f ami ly
Please call Susana Leung, (650) 948-8430

with names for this section.

W e remember i n  ou r p rayers .  .  .
Foothills folks involved with treatment or
hospitalization this last month:    Ellie Moll

Mike Shannon at home recovering from
brain surgery

Shirley McCauley at a residential care fa-
cility in Mountain View

Doris Prosser at Manor Care, Sunnyvale-
Saratoga Road

Ann and Arvin Epp , at home

Helen Semar at Sunnyside Gardens, Sunnyvale

Noreen Hopper at SunnyView Community
Center

Mary Peabody at Lytton Gardens, Palo Alto

B.J. Darrow  at Palo Alto Commons, Palo Alto

A Foothil ls founding
member: Jim Ackley

JIM  ACKLEY ÕS A MODEST  GUY , underplaying
his contributions, but they really add up. In
fact, he has been part of several important as-
pects of American 20th- century technology. He
has always liked building things and figuring
out how to make things work better, starting
with a darkroom in his boyhood home in
Rochester, New York.

“That house is still there,” Jim
says. “I saw it just last year.”

He and his brother were the
children of the technical/electri-
cal teacher at Rochester’s first vo-
cational school; their mother was
a homemaker. It was a town with
theaters, parks, and other improve-
ments and programs provided by
Eastman Kodak, the area’s biggest
employer and where Jim worked for
a while as a lab technician.

He was just 17 years old in 1944 when
he joined a special U.S. Army training pro-
gram – he trained, but never shipped over-
seas because of  a delay caused by his father’s
death. However, he was then eligible for the
GI Bill and could enroll at Syracuse Univer-
sity, where he  majored in electrical engineer-
ing, after starting out in chemistry.

“At that time, we mostly studied motors,
generators and transmission lines,” Jim recalls.

He lived in a fraternity house and found
himself on a fateful blind date one night,
spending the evening with Thelma Tuttle, the
beginning of  the couple we know so well at
Foothills Church today.

“In 1951, they said it was a mixed mar-
riage and would never work,” Jim says. (He

had been raised a Catholic and she a Protes-
tant.) The couple married in Schenectady and
both of them were soon working in Electron-
ics Park, a General Electric facility in Syracuse.

Jim’s career then took him to Washington,
D.C. where Thelma gave birth to two girls,
Carolyn and Jeanne and then Boston where
Thelma gave birth to two boys, Billy and Stephen.

At work, Jim focused on engineering
 instruments and vacuum technology, riding
the post-WWII wave of  high-tech develop-

ment. When a young California
company named Varian adver-
tised for engineers, Jim flew out
to the Santa Clara Valley for an
interview. He returned to
Boston and told Thelma,
“If  they make me an offer,
we’re going!”

Thirty years later, in 1989,
he retired from Varian, hav-
ing obtained five different
patents, either singly or in a
group, for the company. Jim

was an early employee in the
vacuum division which became an impor-
tant supplier, world-wide, to facilities like the
Stanford Linear Accelerator, space test equip-
ment and semiconductor manufacturing.

When they moved to Los Altos in 1959,
the Ackleys bought a brand-new house in the
Highlands neighborhood, where they still live.
Today, two of their children and their families
live nearby and the third lives in Reno. In 1960,
the couple discovered Foothills Church.

“Chuck Bezdek (the minister then) urged
us to join right away so we could be found-
ing members,” Jim says. “We had helped
build a Congregational church in Washington,
D.C. and we knew we were in the right place.

“At Foothills, I was Mr. Fix-it for a long
time, and early on, and there was always

Fal l /W i n ter S u p p er
G rou p s 
THE FIRST PART OF SEPTEMBER  is the
time to sign up for Foothills’ Supper
Groups. The format is for eight or nine
to gather for a good meal and conversa-
tion once a month in each other’s homes
during the next four months. The result
is not only good food but, more impor-
tantly, an enjoyable way to get to know
others in the church better than just over
coffee in the courtyard.

Sign up even if  you expect to be away
part of  the time. If  you can’t make a date
this creates an excellent opportunity to
invite some new church members or old
friends to substitute. Sign up on Sunday
or call the church. The important thing
is to get in on the fun! All are welcome:
singles or couples, members or friends
of  the church.             –Bob Willwerth

Autumn tea/lunch
with Altar Guild
YOU ARE CORDIALLY  INVITED  to enjoy an au-
tumn tea/lunch with the Altar Guild on
Saturday, Oct 10. We will carpool from the
church, meeting there at 10:30 a.m. The tea
service begins at 12 noon in the 1905 Victo-
rian farmhouse, and will include sandwiches,
scones, pastries and hot  tea.

Before and after the tea, we will stroll
through the gardens and perhaps purchase
plants. The cost is $30 per person. You are
welcome to invite a friend or a non-Foothills-
church member who might enjoy this spe-
cial treat with you. Call or email Carolyn
Barnes ASAP for your reservation:(650)948-
0598; barnescr@pacbell.net.          –C.B.

Manleys visit Marshal ls
THE M ANLEYS  ARE JUST HOME  from an un-
expected trip to the Marshall Islands — as
far past Hawaii as Hawaii is from here —
and 7 degrees from the equator. The UCC
church is the largest indigenous church in
the islands, very hierarchical, very primitive,
but obviously very welcoming.

They taught music and Judie worked with
the women while Jim preached to 1,000 lo-
cal male clergy, and led daily bible study with
750. Jim first visited there in 1977 and he says
that visibly rising seas, caused by global warm-
ing, are a major anxiety to the islanders.

Before returning home they “kicked back”
for a few days in Honolulu. — Ruth Polata
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T h e Library F i n an ci a l  R eport

C omi n g at  Foot h i l l s

Deficit through July $10k larger than expected
OPERATING  INCOME  was significantly lower than budget in July. Total operating income through
July was $217,652 while total operating expenses were $241,075. This left the operating fund in
a deficit position of  ($23,423) versus a budgeted deficit for the first seven months of  ($13,085). We
trust that things will improve during the remainder of  2009.                                   –Del Fillmore

Sept. 6             Children’s program kicks off
                   Elementary coir Starts

Sept. 13          Homecoming Sunday
           PF & Middle School Fellowship begin

Sept. 15-19, 22, 23       Photo directory
                                 –See church website

Sept. 20                       Early meditation service
resumes (8:30 a.m.)

Oct. 3                Fall Retreat, Hidden Villa
             [see pgs. 7,8]

something to fix. There was a fire alarm that
would go off  in the church in the middle of
the night and the Fire Department would call
me and I’d have to go in!”

For many years, Jim was a Boy Scout
leader, inspiring both sons to become Eagle
Scouts. Tragically, the Ackleys’ older son,
Billy, died at 18 in a car accident.

At the moment, Jim’s interests include a
daily two-mile walk into nearby San Anto-
nio Park; attending SIRS functions where he
was secretary for four years; and cruising the
high seas with Thelma. They have a cruise
scheduled for October along the west coast
of  Mexico, and they recently enjoyed a “bell
ringing” cruise (with Thelma ringing every
day) to the Caribbean.

“Foothills Church is where we have made
many, many good friends,” Jim says. “It has
really been the center of  wonderful fellow-
ship and social life.”        Ñ Carolyn Barnes

Ji m  Ackl ey.  .  .
Continued from page 3

A family saga
W HAT  DOES a cool surfer dude in 1960s Los
Angeles have to do with a nerdy Kurdish
Jewish immigrant UCLA professor of
Hebrew? If  the professor is your father, as
little as possible.

Ariel Sabar, the aforementioned surfer
dude, whose disrespect for his father, Yona
Sabar (nee Sabagha), knew no bounds, grows
up to be a journalist for the Baltimore Sun
and the Providence Journal, whose East
Coast distance from L. A. is a metaphor for
the emotional distance between father and
son. When Ariel Sabar marries and has a son
of his own, the value of family history gradu-
ally penetrates his heretofore closed mind.

My Father’s Paradise: A Son’s Search for His Jew-
ish Past in Kurdish Iraq is a fascinating, well-writ-
ten book that details the search and its results.

The Kurdish Jews had been in Kurdistan,
that mountainous and remote pocket that
stretches from southeast Turkey through a bit of
Syria and Iran to northern Iraq, for almost 3,000
years, since the Assyrian Captivity. Because of
the isolated location Aramaic had been spo-
ken there continuously since that time, the only
place where it was still a living language.

Yona grew up speaking Aramaic (now Neo-
Aramaic) and eventually wrote the only Neo-
Aramaic dictionary. In the village from which
he came, Jews, Muslims and Christians live in
mutual support and friendship. They were
Kurds above all, and very tolerant of such mi-
nor differences as religion. Muslims refrained
from smoking on the Jewish Sabbath; Jews did
not smoke during Ramadan, signs of respect
for their neighbors’ holy days. Perhaps only in
this belief in the brotherhood of mankind could
life in Zakho be seen as a paradise— in most
other ways life was very difficult indeed.

Ariel Sabar traces tribal history back to
the Diaspora and family history back to his
great grandfather Ephraim Sabagha, a fa-
mous mystic. His grandfather Rahamim, a
successful shopkeeper, was forced to emigrate
to the newly formed state of Israel along with
all 120,000 Jews in Kurdistan. They were un-
welcome in Israel. Even Golda Mier and
David ben Gurion spoke against accepting
them into their modern, Eurocentric state, con-
sidering them lazy, backward and stupid. The
family, renamed “Sabar” to sound more Israeli,
were housed in a Kurdish ghetto. Never able
to attain success in Israel, all the children
but one emigrated to America.

My Father’s Paradise is a history, a family
saga, and a memoir, full of  rich detail and
fascinating characters. It reads like a good
novel. I heartily recommend it. —Lee Rogers

Choir resumes Sept.  9
THE CHOIR ÕS FIRST REHEARSAL  will be
Wednesday, Sept. 9 (not Sept. 2), and our
first church date is Sunday, Sept. 13 (not
Sept. 6). Newcomers (and returning old-tim-
ers) are welcome.                    —Fred Cummins

New On library shelves
Why Is God Laughing? The Path to Joy and
Spiritual Optimism by Deepak Chopra is a
novel about a Los Angeles comedian,
Mickey Fellows. Fellows is a regular guy with
his share of human frailties until he meets
up with Francisco who provides him with
insights and answers. Chopra’s message is
that happiness lies within us all waiting to
be unleashed.         —Jeri Schricker






