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PastorÕs message
Coming at Foothills

!

June 7  Matt’s 10th Anniversary Celebration

June 14                         Music Appreciation

June 21-27              Youth Mission Trip

July 5                                 Hot Dog Picnic

August 2    All Church Theater Party
  All Church Picnic

August 3-7            Children’s Art Camp

Circle of Women  will meet on Monday,
June 22, from 7-9 p.m. in the meeting room
for a simple potluck and sharing. If  you have
any questions, please contact Lee Rogers at
(650) 941-3925.  –L.R.

WomenÕs Fellowship will start the sum-
mer off with a fun and relaxing lunch with
old friends. Or — come and make some new
friends! Either way, join us with your bag
lunch at noon in the Fireside Room Tues-
day, June 9. Questions? Call Ann Nelson,
(650) 941-3430.

Book Group  will meet on Tuesday, June 23,
to discuss The Nine: Inside the Secret World of
the Supreme Court, by Jeffrey Toobin. We meet
at 10:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room. If  you
have questions please call Ann Nelson,
(650) 941-3430.

June 20-21; sign up

Relay for Life coming
A S WE APPROACH  the date for Relay for
Life, June 20 and 21, we will have a day
for making the Luminaria for our loved
ones whom we want to honor or remem-
ber in their fight against cancer. I’ll let
you know the date via email. Candles
are lit in the Luminaria at sunset to re-
member those lost to cancer, support
those fighting it, and rejoice with those
who fought and won.

The goal to have at least one team
member on the track each hour for the
24 hours seems to be at a standstill for
the moment. I’m hoping that we will be
able to reach that goal.

For all of  you survivors, there will be
a breakfast at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday. I
will be there, and I hope I’ll see all of
the survivors that we have in our con-
gregation. The opening ceremony and
survivor’s lap begins Relay for Life. I
expect to see all of  you on the track for
that lap at 10 a.m. The caretakers will
be the second lap, and then the teams
will gather for a lap.

Remember that Relay for Life is a
community gathering, not an athletic
event, so everyone can participate. Re-
member, too, that we all share a com-
mon purpose – our support of  the
American Cancer Society’s mission: to
eliminate cancer as a major health prob-
lem.

Join me and the rest of our team mem-
bers – United We Stride!

—Iris Moran

 Enjoy God forever !

SUMMER  IS COMING  and it is time to get
 our toys in shape – campers and boats,

water skis and kayaks, hiking boots and bin-
oculars, digital cameras and guidebooks of
western birds, along with the usual iphones,
netbooks, gps and other electronic gaming
devices. We have a lot of  stuff  to help us en-
joy our time off.

I notice that, typically, it takes me two
weeks of  extra preparation to take two weeks
of  vacation, and one week of  vacation to
wind down, and then several days to crank
back up, only to spend two weeks of  extra
make-up work when I get back. This means
that I have about three days I can really relax
and enjoy. This is why I am taking four weeks
vacation at the end of  July and the beginning
of  August.

As part of  my preparation I have recov-
ered some old wisdom from sixteen hundred
years ago. St. Augustine of  Hippo, a man of
indiscriminate pleasure in his younger years,
discovered there are two kinds of  things. One
kind of  thing we enjoy. Another kind of  thing
we use.

The things we enjoy are worth having for
their own sake. They are not a means to an
end; they are a joy in themselves. My new,
twin grandsons sit in their car seats, set on
the living room floor, blissfully asleep, well-
fed by Momma’s bounty. At this age they
don’t “do” much except eat, poop and sleep,
but they are a joy to contemplate. This type
of  enjoyment is a thing that never runs out.
You don’t have to make an argument for why
they matter; they speak for themselves (or cry,
in this case).

Then there are the things we use. Things
we use are not good in themselves – they are
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FOOTHILLS  FOOTNOTES

Deadline: 15th of each month

Come June 7 and. . .

Celebrate 10 years
of Matt’s ministry

FOOTHILLS  is right around the corner at your
nearby and beloved FCC sandlot. [It appears
that Jo has chosen a sports metaphor for this announce-
ment. -Ed.] Please be sure to join us for a special
service (at the usual time, 10 a.m.) on June 7,
followed by lunch and seventh-inning-stretch
entertainment in the Parish Hall.

Get your “tickets” to this grand-slam event
by simply signing up on the clipboard in the
courtyard. Please note: this is not a potluck,
nor will there be over-priced food available for
purchase. There will be yummy food provided
by our major-league Fellowship Board.

Remember, attire is casual and you might
just want to hit one out of  the park by wear-
ing your favorite team’s jersey, hat or. . . well,
the possibilities are limitless.

Please refer all questions about this sched-
ule to our main umpire for this event, Jo
Pomeroy at (650)964-7332 or jopomeroy@
aol.com.        —J.P.

Empty Bowls report
THE EMPTY  BOWLS  Soup Supper was quite
a hit this year – Foothills’ sales of  tickets and
bowls totaled over $550. And the total
amount raised for the homeless by the sup-
per was $13,308.57.

Those at the dinner were treated to about
10 varieties of  soup, cornbread, salad, cake
and lemonade, as well as the music of  Sister
Rebecca Shinas from St. Simon Catholic
Church, who sang and accompanied herself
on the guitar.

Sister Rebecca is the newest member on
our Alpha Omega Steering Committee for
Homeless Services, and the crowd welcomed
her royally. Others of  us on the steering com-
mittee do hope that those beautiful bowls
donated by the Potter’s Guild and the Or-
chard Valley Ceramic Arts Guild will by
now have found a favorite place in your
hearts and homes!                —Nancy Burton

Shar ing a letter  to your
editor  from Ruth Polata
HELEN  OWEN  Ñ- A FRIEND  from my former
Congregational church in England — spent
Easter Sunday with us as part of  a two week
visit to California. It had been 11 years, so
we had much catching up to do. Helen loved
every part of  the Foothills service, including
the wonderful music, but was blown away by
the creativity of the children’s presentation.

Her present church is also a former Con-
gregational one, now part of  the United Re-
formed Church. It is in a group pastorate of
three churches in Yorkshire, overseen by one
minister.

Helen brought with her a copy of  their
quarterly magazine. The back cover had a
picture of  the three churches, each with dif-
ferent architecture. Helen’s is an early Con-
gregational chapel that still has its box pews
with doors. She told me that it is a listed
building so they can make no changes to it.

Helen was amazed to learn that their new
URC General Secretary, Roberta Sears
Rominger, grew up in Foothills Church. She
took home with her a copy of  The Pacific with
a writeup about the Edinburgh ceremony, a
copy of  Roberta’s sermon given at Foothills
last August when she was home visiting her
family, Foothills’ latest Footnotes, the Easter
Day bulletin, and a couple of  pictures taken
in the courtyard. My guess is that Helen will
be greatly in demand as a speaker in the com-
ing months.

It was sad to hear how our sister denomina-
tion struggles, yet good to know that they
innovate and cheerfully survive. It is even bet-
ter to know that they have exciting new leader-
ship at the national level!

         —Ruth Polata

Join the Jail Ministry
THE NEXT  OPPORTUNITY  to join the Foot-
hills Jail Ministry team in offering a service
to the men at Elmwood Correctional Cen-
ter will be Sunday, June 14. The service starts
around 7:30 p.m.

We are in the process of  developing a song
book of  hymns, so speak up if  there is some-
thing you really like. And if  you wonder
what you can do to help, just come and you
will be put to work.

Please let Bob Willwerth or Evelyn Vigil
know of  your intent to attend by Tuesday,
June 9, so the appropriate paperwork can be
submitted to have you cleared. Thanks also
to the folks at the rummage sale who bagged
up sweat pants after the sale for the men com-
ing out of  jail who have no clothes. It was a
blessing.                                     –Evelyn Vigil

a means to some further end. They do run
out. They serve a limited purpose, like this
computer on which I am typing this message.
It works just fine, at the moment. I am de-
pendent upon it functioning well, and totally
frustrated when it doesn’t. The computer is
connected to a printer. I want to print pic-
tures of  my “babies” which it has done in
the past, but on this day I can’t get it to work
because it tells me one of  the ink cartridges
has run out and my baby boys have a purple
face. I am not enjoying this.

Central to the Christian faith is that this
distinction between enjoy and use applies to
God as well. God does not use us. God en-
joys us. We are not a consumer good, a means
to an end, a disposable item.

On the contrary, the whole essence of  God
is directed toward building a relationship
with creation, with us, to enjoy us. There is
nothing more important to God than the
eternal pleasure of  us. We are God’s chil-
dren, or as the Psalmist puts it, the sheep of

his pasture. We are the “rug-rats” of  a new
creation perpetually learning to enjoy God
forever, which is one of  the first definitions
of  the meaning of  faith in the Reformation
tradition.

Therefore, as you prepare your vacation
time this summer, balance your time between
those things you use and those things you
enjoy, and if  I may suggest, weight the bal-
ance for those things you enjoy. Inevitably,
these things will include people and relation-
ships, creation and spirit, and that mysteri-
ous, wonderful quality called love.
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Beyond the courtyard

Continued on page 4

Love and hope for those
who desperately need it:
Evelyn Vigil

W ITH  HER HEARTFELT  LAUGH  and careful
listening, Evelyn Vigil seems born to her cur-
rent calling: chaplain at the main, high-
security, Santa Clara County jail. However,
she also spent a total of  18 years at the Los
Alamos (NM) Monitor, working her
way up from reporter to editor-
publisher. Before that, she spent
two years as an assistant in Sena-
tor Pete Domenici’s Washington
office.

“My parents were born in El Rito,
a small northern New Mexico town,
but they decided Los Alamos had the
very best schools in the state, and they
wanted a good education for their
kids,” Evelyn says.

She still keeps in touch with her
friends from Los Alamos and owns land in
the Northern New Mexico area, where her
Navajo grandfather farmed.

On weekends, her parents drove their three
children (Evelyn was the oldest) back to El
Rito where they played with their many cous-
ins and re-entered their large extended family.

“It was a rich, warm culture in El Rito,”
Evelyn recalls. “I am bilingual in English and
Spanish, English dominant, which helps a
lot in my chaplaincy.”

Her father taught his children to read by
placing his newspaper pages on the floor,
smoothing them out one by one, as he fin-
ished with them. Then he asked them to
circle the words they recognized.

“After he retired, he loved volunteering to
teach adults how to read,” Evelyn says. “And

the proudest days in his life were seeing his
children graduate from college – that was
why my parents moved to Los Alamos.”

In the early grades, Evelyn was extremely
shy and wore thick glasses and corrective
shoes. She buried herself  in books because
she was told she would be blind by age 18
and wanted to get through as much reading
material as possible before then. Fortunately,
her sight stabilized and in high school, her
world expanded when she ushered at the

Santa Fe Opera. Another highlight
was winning a scholarship to at-
tend the University of  New
Mexico.

“I started out as a geology
major, but then I took a course
from the well-known author
Tony Hillerman, who was then
head of  the Journalism Depart-
ment, and I immediately
switched to journalism,”
she says.

After working on Capitol
Hill, Evelyn returned to Los Alamos and

began looking for work in New Mexico.
Soon an old friend hired her as a reporter at
the Monitor – where she eventually worked
her way up to the top spot.

“I like to say I had the only job in town
that everyone else thought they could do
better than me,” Evelyn laughs, remember-
ing some of  the times she threw her phone
on the floor after calls from self-appointed
critics. (What? You mean our sweet Evelyn
can get mad? “Yeah – I’d buy six phones at
a time from Radio Shack,” she says.)

She still sends in the occasional article or
obituary to her hometown paper, in fact, and
treasures her friends there and her memo-
ries of  the people and places she grew to
know.

Foothills folks involved with treatment or
hospitalization this last month: Sharon
Klaisner, Dorothy Miller, Bill Henderson

Shirley McCauley at a residential care fa-
cility in Mountain View

Doris Prosser at Manor Care, Sunnyvale-
Saratoga Road

Ann and Arvin Epp , at home

Helen Semar at Sunnyside Gardens, Sunnyvale

Noreen Hopper at Sunny View Community
Center

Mary Peabody at Lytton Gardens, Palo Alto

B.J. Darrow  at Palo Alto Commons, Palo Alto

Con d ol en ces to the Wi l d an ger f ami l y
as Ed Wildanger died April 23, at home
in Los Altos.

Con grat u l at i on s to Mat t  an d  Barb ara
Broad b en t  on the birth of twin grandsons,
Eli Raine and Fletcher John Stachnick, May
13. Proud parents are Michal and Eric
Stachnick of San Jose.

Part of the family
Please call Susana Leung, (650) 948-8430

with names for this section.

We remember  in our  prayer s . . .

Children’s summer
program seeks volunteers
THEME : ÒTHIS I BELIEVE ... ” based on a Na-
tional Public Radio series.

Volunteers in Pre to 2nd grade will choose
one of  13 books that have been preselected
from the Children’s Library to read and dis-
cuss with the kids. Discussion questions and
an activity will be provided for each book.

In the 3rd - 8th grade class we need vol-
unteer speakers to share a 10-minute story
about something you believe to be true; reli-
gious or secular. Lara Lenta will work with
you to come up with an activity and/or craft
that relates to your truth. Lara will gather
all of the materials for the craft.
The summer program starts June 14 and
ends August 30. Please contact Hannah
Feneron or Lara Lenta for more information,
or to sign-up for a teaching slot.          – L.L.

Take me out to the ball
game (and barbecue!)
I TÕS TIME  ONCE  AGAIN  for our annual Base-
ball and Barbecue extravaganza. FCC
will kick off the summer by attending the San
Jose Giants game Saturday, June 6.

Even if  you are not a baseball fanatic, the
food, friends, outdoors, and entertainment
between innings are worth the price of
admission. We’ll meet at San Jose Munici-
pal Stadium at 4:30 p.m. for a barbecue din-
ner of  ribs, chicken, or two sandwich items,
as well as two side dishes and beverage.
Game time is 6 p.m.

Tickets are $23 per adult and $14 for kids
under 12, which cover the cost of the BBQ and
general admission. If  you’d like to attend,
please sign up in the courtyard or contact Rob
Darrow by June 3 at robdarrow@yahoo.com
or (408) 621-0546.         –R.D.

Greta Pedersen honored
GRETA  PEDERSEN, Foothills’ children’s mu-
sic director some years back and her
husband, Mark Hanson (well known at Foot-
hills also), were in New Orleans for the
national conference of  Young Audiences in
April, where Greta was given the prestigious
National Artist of  the Year award.
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Evelyn earned a master’s degree in Lib-
eral Arts at St. John’s College in Santa Fe
while working on the paper, and developed
more and more interest in writing about re-
ligions. After her mom and dad died four
months and a day apart, she finished settling
the estate and then moved to Berkeley to at-
tend the Pacific School of  Religion, where
she earned a master of  divinity degree.

The summer before her senior year, she
had to move out of  her apartment because it
was on the asbestos-abatement schedule. She
signed up for a summer program in Clinical
Pastoral Education at Elmwood Correc-
tional Center in Milpitas.

“When I finished that, I was asked to fill
in as a part-time chaplain in the system, serv-
ing at Elmwood, the women’s jail and Juve-
nile Hall. Then they sent me to the Main Jail
downtown, saying ‘Can you do this for two
weeks until we find a man?’ — exactly what
they said at the Los Alamos paper when they
made me sports editor,” she laughs. (She’s
now been chaplain at the jail for nine years.)

“It became clear to me that the men
needed the sacraments,” Evelyn says. So,
although she was raised a Catholic, she de-
cided to seek Protestant ordination and
learned that Foothills Church would welcome
her as she worked toward UCC ordination. She
was ordained in our church in 2003 and has
been a member of Foothills since 2001.

Evelyn works Sundays through Thursdays
at the main jail in San Jose and also serves
on the board of the Council of Churches of
Santa Clara County, the Outreach Board at
Foothills and is involved in helping start an
ecumenical project to aid in the reunifica-
tion of  families with relatives who have been
incarcerated. She offers Bible studies and

programs to the mentally ill in jail and is
working with her colleagues to develop a
program for seniors who find themselves
incarcerated.

“And I can’t tell you how glad I am to
have our Foothills group that goes with me
to minimum-security Elmwood jail once a
month,” she says. “We sing and pray with
the guys and most of  all, we ask how you
can apply the Bible to your life. Our Foot-
hills people are finding talents they didn’t know
they had. And the men are blessed by it.”

Ñ Carolyn Barnes

. . . Evelyn Vigil
Continued from page 3

The Library

Paths to enlightenment
JESUS IS RECRUITED  BY JUDAS  and the Zeal-
ots to assassinate a Temple priest. Judas and
Jesus flee the scene with the help of  Mary, a
prostitute who joins them in their flight.
Thus begins Deepak Chopra’s Jesus: A Story
of Enlightenment.

This novel shows a Jesus who grows from
an insecure young man to one who increas-
ingly feels the presence of God in his life and,
in the process, goes through increasingly
mystical experiences as he advances
toward enlightenment. He learns that he can
perform miracles; he is both revered and de-
tested by the people; he is sought as a fugi-
tive by the Romans, he leaves Judas and
Mary to spend five years with the Essenes;
and finally he travels, probably to the
Himalayas, where he meets a guru who
teaches him his final lessons.

After the story is finished, Chopra writes
about the Sermon on the Mount and other
important lessons that Jesus taught. He
shows the readers what might be their own
path to enlightenment.             —Lee Rogers

Financial Report

After four months,
ahead of estimates
OPERATING  INCOME  in April followed
the typical pattern of  being the lowest
during the year. Total operating in-
come for the first four months of 2009
came in at $130,127, versus the target
of  $130,518 so we are close to the
planned income for the year.

Total operating expenses for the first
four months were $136,529 as com-
pared to the budget of  $141,168. This
leaves us with a deficit at the end of
April of  $6,402 which is certainly bet-
ter than the planned deficit for this time
of  the year of  $10,650.    –Del Fillmore

RummagRummagRummagRummagRummageeeee     ReReReReRepppppoRoRoRoRoRttttt
THE ANNUAL  RUMMAGE  SALE  was a big suc-
cess with an especially large number of
workers turning out to help sell. A huge
thank you to each –to everyone who gave, to
everyone of  us who bought, and to all you
who came daily or occasionally to sort, to
you who on one or both days sold, those who
provided food for the workers, those who
managed the funds and those who, when it
was all over, magically turned the market
place back into a church.

Such a project needs lots of workers, and
we had them this year. Thank you! And the
$15,000 we earned will also go to good causes.

This year arrangements were made with

seven charitable organizations to receive at the
end of the day, goods that would help them
with their projects. As usual all the remain-
der, enough for another rummage sale, was
given to the Salvation Army.

An evaluation meeting at the Women’s Fel-
lowship was encouraging. We gave ourselves
mostly A’s. And we shared ideas that may help
us do the job better and easier next year. Three
people were named as possible leaders, but
their names will be announced when they
agree. The ideas shared will become part of
next years planning. Thank you again to all,
those who did much too much work, and the
rest of us who also worked. We all did well.

            —Fay Oliver






