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PastorÕs message

LENT IS A TIME to take the time
   to let the power of  our faith story take hold of  us,
a time to let the events
   get up and walk around us
   a time to intensify our living into ChristÉ

 Ñ Ann Weems, Kneeling in Jerusalem, p. 20

WHAT A WORLD we live in. We are faced
 with tremendous economic chal-

lenges, two wars, others waiting to break out,
fear of  terrorists, and natural disasters such
as the earthquake that flattened HaitiÕs capi-
tal, Port au Prince. [See story pg. 6]

Each day we wake to new revelations of
bad behavior on the part of  our ÒidolsÓ in
popular culture. I am reminded of  Jim
ManleyÕs line, from his song ÒSpirit,Ó Ñ
ÒAnd when they were blinded by their idols
and lies, then you spoke through your proph-
ets to open their eyes.Ó I am not sure the
paparazzi are prophets but they do remind
us that nothing is really private.

And the troubles we hear of  are not far
away from us. In our churches jobs have been
lost, mortgages foreclosed, retireesÕ savings
and seminary endowments eroded, and
church budgets cut. Given the stories I hear
around me, I am grateful to be at Foothills.
But I recognize that we live in an anxious
world. How can we continue to have the faith
and courage to proclaim Good News to such
a world without getting worn down and
discouraged?

First, we must keep the big picture of  GodÕs
love for all in full view. It is not enough for
us to hunker down in the shelter of  our
Òpleasant little church,Ó with its pleasant little
problems. Haiti is our neighbor, and long

The big picture
Go to page 4; read about supper clubs.
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From the Associate Minister

January is all
about June

Michelle WebberMichelle WebberMichelle WebberMichelle WebberMichelle Webber

food pantry lines could well include
members of  our family. The line between Òus
and themÓ has become very thin, and this is
a good thing because we are all in this
together.

Second, we are reminded that one of  our
primary gifts is to provide sanctuary for the
worried and wearisome souls.

I read of  a banker who, caught up in the
financial mess, confided in his pastor: ÒThe
hour I spend in worship has never been more
important to me. The Word that I hear car-
ries me through the turmoil of  the week.
Especially now I need to hear the words of
a constantly loving God who does not aban-
don us.Ó

Third, we need to hear the faithful pro-
phetic Word. Prophets donÕt foretell the fu-
ture, they tell the truth. It is not always an
easy truth, because we often donÕt want to
hear it. Jeremiah was thrown down a well,
and Jesus was almost thrown off  a cliff  Ð but

real prophets tell the truth in love Ð ques-
tioning our ÒidolatrousÓ dependence on
money, and our lack of  attention to values
and priorities.

As one modern prophet prayed: Loosen our
bonds to our money and release us from the bond-
age to material things we pray, as you calm our
anxious hearts and minds.

In the big picture of  GodÕs love we find
sanctuary where we can hear the prophetic
word that liberates us to live fully in GodÕs
blessing.

I TOOK OUT THE GARBAGE one morning in
January and found that the rubber shoes I
keep in my backyard were full of  rainwater.
So I put on my every day shoes to walk to
the curb. Then I left them outside since the
bottoms were wet. When I was ready to leave
for work I opened the back door and put on
my shoes. They were frigid. My toes recoiled.

That same morning I spent several hours
planning summer activities, both for the
church and for my family. There is something
disjointed about planning our summer in
January. As a child the joy of  summer, for
me, lay in its spontaneity.

IÕm sure my mom had spent some time
thinking about the summer, though we did
not often attend summer camps or go to sum-
mer school. My dad had to request his vaca-
tion weeks in January so we at least knew
when our family vacations would be and
sometimes where they would be, but this
represented a mere two weeks of  our sum-
mer. The rest of  the days were open to my
curiosity and my creativity. From late morn-
ing to early evening my sister and I were left
to our own devices. Sure weÕd come in for
lunch, but mostly we ran as a pack with the
other kids on the block, following our own
sense of  adventure.

Perhaps my summers werenÕt as free as I
remember, as we humans do have a tendency
to sentimentalize and conglomerate our
memories, but our children definitely have a
more scheduled summer than we did. I know
more than a few children and youth who will

have a scheduled activity every week of  the
summer.

Research suggests that children who have
ample unstructured playtime, such as I did
during summer vacation, develop into more
independent adults. And yet I understand
why many children are scheduled into an
activity every week of  the summer. Many
families do not have a stay-at-home parent
available to supervise children during the
summer. Or children are involved in, or look-
ing ahead to, highly competitive learning
environments in which a wide range of  ex-
periences is seen as essential.

So there I was in January planning both
my daughterÕs summer and scheduling sum-
mer activities for the children and youth of
our church, activities that I would argue are
beneficial to our children. So how do we
strike a balance between the need for unstruc-
tured time, the benefits of  available activi-
ties, and the competitive current culture in
which we live?

The answer will be different for every fam-
ily. But the dilemma is worth weighing ev-
ery January as we sip our hot beverages and
watch our breath in the cold winter air,
dreaming about the warm carefree summer
days of  our youth.

Haiti ear thquake relief
INITIAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE grants from
One Great Hour of  Sharing were sent to our
partners in ministry the National Spiritual
Council of  Churches in Haiti [CONASPEH]
and House of  Hope this morning.  Susan
Sanders, who administers OGHS funds for
the UCC, notes, ÒAs the extent of  the disas-
ter becomes clear we anticipate we need for
substantial designated gifts.Ó

For updated posts on relief  efforts and the
opportunity to donate online, go to Haiti
Earthquake

Or send contributions to the Conference
Office, 21425 Birch St, Hayward  CA  
94541. Make checks payable to Wider
Church Ministries; mark in the memo line:
OGHS/Haiti Earthquake.

As always, gifts to OGHS for specific
emergencies go 100 percent to that effort.

Um . . . did I mention Supper Club?

Matt BroadbentMatt BroadbentMatt BroadbentMatt BroadbentMatt Broadbent

Now is the time for all smart

Foothillers to sign up for four great

evenings this spring: supper club! See

the full story on page 4.

Robert Willwerth


Robert Willwerth
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Beyond the Courtyard

With a song in her
hear t: Jean Golden

Continued on page 4

WHEN YOU TRY to estimate the number of
Foothills Church children who sang their
hearts out, led by Jean Golden, itÕs a chal-
lenge. Working with Kristin Burns for more
than 20 years, she kept the Church School
music f lowing every Sunday, led the
childrenÕs chorus for special programs, or-
ganized the Christmas pageant
and even staged a couple of
complete musicals based on
Bible stories.

ÒWhen I was a child, music
was my favorite thing, maybe
because I was so shy,Ó Jean says.
She grew up in Phoenix, after her
parents moved there from Olney,
Illinois where she was born as
Jean Schmalhausen and her dad
had owned a jewelry store.

ÒHe semi-retired in his late for-
ties and never wore a coat and tie
again,Ó Jean laughs. ÒWe didnÕt mind
the heat and it really wasnÕt as humid
in Phoenix then as it is now.Ó

She gravitated to brass instruments,
mainly the trombone, and played in school
bands and orchestras as a teenager. At North-
ern Arizona University, she majored in ele-
mentary education and music and decided
she wanted to go out into the larger world to
begin her teaching career.

ÒI interviewed with every recruiter who
came to campus Ð I knew I wanted out of
Arizona,Ó Jean recalls.

She landed in Redlands, California, where
she understood she would be teaching a class
of  42 sixth graders. After a couple of  weeks,

however, the principal dropped in and asked
her when she would be scheduling student
auditions for the school chorus.

ÒI had never sung in or had any experi-
ence teaching choral music,Ó Jean says. ÒI
was 21 years old, was expected to choose and
lead an award-winning chorus of  120 chil-
dren, present four programs a year, and of
course select all the music. Well, friends from
college saved my life, sending me music, pro-
gram ideas and telling me how to hold try-

outs. By December I abso-
lutely loved it! Then I took
classes in directing and vo-
cal music at the University
of  Redlands.Ó

JeanÕs life in Redlands
was busy and happy, but
after seven years there, she
moved to Palo Alto where
she taught sixth grade and
led the chorus at Addison
School. While taking out
the trash at her apart-
ment building one day,
she ran into Charlie
Golden, whom sheÕd
already met through a

friend. He called and asked
for a date the next day, and the rest is history Ð
they were married and moved into their present
home on University Avenue in Los Altos in
1973.

ÒWe rented at first and then talked the
landlords into selling it to us,Ó Jean says.

With the birth of  daughter Molly in 1978,
Jean took a break from teaching. Around
then she started attending Foothills Church,
because it was close to home, and because
she had greatly enjoyed a Congregational
Church in Redlands. She remembers the in-

 February youth calendar

Feb. 7 Youth vs. Parent Laser Tag! At
LaserQuest  We will play a laser tag game
with youth versus their parents. We will also
share lunch together. Call time is noon at
LaserQuest in Mountain View. RSVPs are a
must.

Middle School Fellowship will meet after
church Feb. 21 and 28. No meeting Feb. 14,
a holiday weekend.

Parents’ Night Out
The Families with Children Ministry Team
will host the third annual Valentines Day
Parents, Night Out/KidsÕ Party Night from
5 to 9 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 14. Please sign up
in the courtyard. Friends are welcome. Sug-
gested donation is $10 per child, or $20 per
family. Children will enjoy dinner, crafts and
a movie and parents will enjoy a kid-free
ValentineÕs evening.

Two Weeks of Summer
Okay, I am about to make a confession. I
am a Lynyrd Skynyrd Fan. I know the mu-
sic does not have a lot of  depth, but I just
plain enjoy it. One of my favorites is Gimme
Three Steps. And every time I think about sum-
mer plans for our children and youth the tune
goes through my head with my revised words,
ÒGive me two weeks, Give me two weeks,
Children, Two weeks of your summer.Ó  More
information/registration forms, etc. will be
coming out for each event soon. So, hereÕs the
plea to give me two weeks of your summer:

Week One

Youth Mission Trip will take place this June
between the 13th and 20th. We will be doing
work to support sustainable living within
California.

River of Art Camp for those entering kin-
dergarten through 6th grade will take place
Aug. 2 Ð 6.

Week Two
Here is the calendar for summer camps
through the Northern California Nevada
Conference.

Cazadero
Kids Camp, 2-4th graders July 13-17

Junior Camp, 5-6th graders July 18-24

Junior High Camp, 7-9th graders July 25-31

Senior High Camp,10-12th graders  Aug. 1-7

Adult Spiritual Retreat, Adults 18 and over
    Aug. 13-15

Tamarack

Senior High Camp, 9-12th graders  July 25-31

Junior/Jr. High Camp, 5-8th grade   Aug. 1-7

Photo: Bob Willwerth

Robert Willwerth


Robert Willwerth
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Coming at Foothills Part of the family
Please call Susana Leung, (650) 948-8430

with names for this section.

We remember in our prayers . . .

Circle of Women will meet Monday, Feb.
22, from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Meeting Room
for our usual potluck and sharing. If  you have
questions, call Lee Rogers at (650) 941-3925.

spiration of  Chuck BezdakÕs sermons at
Foothills (he was our first minister), but isnÕt
sure how she started as ChildrenÕs Music
Director Ð ÒPF had something to do with
it,Ó she recalls.

ÒI have always appreciated the scholar-
liness of  the clergy at Foothills. And for my
family, Foothills has always been a safe place
to be, a place that is always welcoming, and
nurturing for our daughter. It was very spe-
cial to have her wedding here,Ó Jean says.
Another of her fond memories of the church
was attending the momÕs group when Molly
was a toddler: ÒI didnÕt have one friend who
was not working then, and that group was
great for me.

ÒAlso, I have always supported the
churchÕs social issues and am proud to be a
member of the church that has been in the
front row of  civil rights and social equality
from the get-go. I am not really a ÔgroupieÕ
kind of  person, but here we Ôwalk the talkÕ
and are tolerant of  each other. We have an
unusual congregation where everyone can
feel comfortable, I think,Ó she adds. Aside
from her part-time musical position for Foot-
hills, she has also served on the Music Board
and the Families with Children Ministry Team.

ÒWorking with Kristin Burns in the mu-
sic program for all those years was really a
highlight,Ó Jean says. ÒHer energy and tal-
ent are amazing.Ó

Jean returned to teaching sixth grade in
Los Altos in 1990 and continued until 2007,
but she reserved her choral skills for Foot-
hills Church. Charlie continues to head his
company which conducts workshops and
seminars for biotech and Silicon Valley firms
and Jean works on administrative chores in

Continued from page 3

. . . Jean Golden

their home office. They enjoy traveling to-
gether and just returned from an entire
month in Italy. Jean also loves cooking, read-
ing, dancing and pilates for exercise and home
improvement projects.

               —Carolyn Barnes

Once again itÕs time

Sign up for
spr ing supper
groups

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN Ñ time to
sign up for FoothillsÕ supper groups.
Groups of eight or nine gather for a
good meal and conversation once a
month in each otherÕs homes during
the next four months. The result is
not only good food but, more impor-
tantly, an enjoyable way to get to
know others in the church.

Sign up even if  you expect to be
away part of  the time. If  you canÕt
make a date when the others want
to gather, it makes an excellent op-
portunity to invite some new church
members or old friends to substitute.
Sign up on Sunday or call the
church.

The important thing is to get in
on the fun! All are welcome: singles
or couples, members or friends of  the
church.

–Bob Willwerth

Foothills folks involved with treatment or
hospitalization this last month: Jeri
Schricker, Suzie Smith, Patricia Campbell,
Iris Moran, Lydia Erickson

Shirley McCauley at a residential care fa-
cility in Mountain View

Doris Prosser at Manor Care, Sunnyvale-
Saratoga Road

Ann and Arvin Epp, at home

Mary Peabody at Lytton Gardens, Palo Alto

B.J. Darrow at Pilgrim Heaven, Los Altos

Congratulations to Jill Harding and Tim
Fitzgibbon (our newest members) on the
birth of  their first daughter, Brooklyn
Harding Fitzgibbon on December 19, 2009.

Our deepest sympathy to the family of
Norine Hopper, who died January 20 at her
home in Cupertino. A memorial service for
Norine was held at church on January 25.

Feb. 7             Youth vs. Parents Laser Tag

Feb. 13-15      Senior High Feb Camp, Aptos

Feb. 14    KidsÕ Party Night

Feb. 17         Ash Wednesday Service, 5 p.m.

Feb. 21, 28                    Lenten Forums

March 13     NCNC Church Day, San Mateo

March 20     Lenten Retreat, Stillheart
                 Retreat Center, Woodside

Book Group   This month we are reading
The Girl With The Dragon Tattoo, by Stieg
Larsson. We were able to get a set of 12 books
through  Santa Clara CountyÕs book group
program. WeÕll meet Tuesday, Feb. 23, at 10:30
a.m. in the Fireside Room. Questions? Call
Ann Nelson (650) 941-3430.

                      ÐA.N.

Women’s Fellowship   Please bring a bag
lunch and join us for fun and fellowship
Tuesday, Feb. 9, at noon in the Fireside
Room. Questions? Call Ann Nelson at
(650) 941-3430.         ÐA.N.

You don’t have to go to every supper
club evening — sign up, and if you
can’t make one or two it makes an
opportunity for a substitute to go.
Turn to page 4 for the details.

Robert Willwerth


Robert Willwerth
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Lenten schedule
outlined
ASH WEDNESDAY is Feb. 17. We will have
a simple service of  imposition of  ashes at
5 p.m. A quiet service of  prayer and thanks-
giving.

The following two weeks we will hold
adult forums after the worship services to
deepen our Lenten experience. The theme
is ÒListening to the Three Sacred Texts.Ó To
understand our relationship with God we
must refer to three sacred texts: the Bible,
church tradition, and the earth.

On Sunday, Feb. 21, Rev. Broadbent will
lead a discussion about our relationship
with the biblical text. The Bible seems an
obvious choice, since this book, even if  you
havenÕt read it recently, permeates our cul-
ture with its words and stories, aphorisms
and parables that have shaped and molded
our thinking, our moral and ethical behav-
ior, and our politics.

The Bible describes a way of  being in the
world. Even those who deny its validity,
or donÕt like the message, do so in the
context of  a biblical standard. On Sunday,
Feb. 28, Jennifer Fargo Lathrop and
Victoria Gaisford will help us take a look
at church tradition.

Church tradition is what we have fash-
ioned as truth. This truth is always relative
to our time and place in history, which has
led to our cherished ÒtraditionÓ of question-
ing what is true in our time and context.
Tradition tries to articulate truth that is
reframed in each generation.

On Saturday, March 20, we will hold an
all-day Lenten retreat at Stillheart retreat
center. The theme is ÒThe Gospel accord-
ing to Earth.Ó Earth is our life. It is the

ground from which we spring and without
which we do not live. It is the creation of
God, the ground of  our being, and thus
sacred.

The earth has much to teach us about care
and nurture, about life and death, regenera-
tion and renewal. We are earth-borne
creatures who need to listen to the Gospel
from the ground up.Then on April 1 we will
hold our traditional Maundy Thursday
dinner and service.

—M.W.

Lent Retreat March 20
THE LENTEN RETREAT, ÒGood News from
the Ground Up: Reading the Earth as a Spiri-
tual TextÓ is scheduled for Saturday, March
20, at Stillheart Retreat Center in Woodside
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

We are near confirming Reverend
Alexandra Childs as the retreat leader. Those
who have heard her say she is the type of
person whose presence heightens any expe-
rience. She is most passionate about the con-
nection between spirituality and ecology.

This retreat will complement our Lenten
theme of  Three Spiritual Texts: the Bible,
Church Tradition and the Earth. So mark
your calendars to come learn, listen and
enjoy the beautiful environment at the
Stillheart facility.

—M.W.

Middle schoolers
pitch in
FOLLOWING CHURCH on Sunday, Dec. 6 of
2009, the Foothills middle schoolers packed
all 30 personal-health kits for clients of the
Community Services Agency. The help was
very much appreciated. In addition, the mon-
etary support donated by the congregation
to help defray the cost of  items to be included
was outstanding. This amount totaled $795.
The extra dollars will be given to CSA to
benefit homeless services.

Shoppers for this project were Keiko
Hayashi, Judy Gentry and Lee and Anna
Garverick who all outdid themselves by vol-
unteering this second consecutive year. Also
thanks to Alexandra Morgan and Frank
Bishop who as parents made the packing
session so smooth.

—Nancy Burton

A thank-you from Fran
MY FAMILY and I want to express our deep
appreciation for the loving support given to us
by the members of the church at BillÕs death.
ItÕs like having an extended family that cares.

I also want to thank all those who prepared
food and helped Ann Oliver with the recep-
tion. To belong to a church with such caring
people is very gratifying and comforting.

Sincerely, Fran Henderson

Join the fun

2010 Ar ts Camp seeks
shepherds, assistants

OUR SUMMER ARTS CAMP, this year with
the theme Rivers of  Art, will be held here
August 2-6 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. We have
plans well under way for the various ele-
ments of  the program that serves children
entering K-6 grades.

A pride-full part of  our camp is the won-
derful low camper/adult ratio that allows for
personal attention and great adult helper
satisfaction as well. To make this happen, we
seek a minimum of four adult shepherds who
will work with an assigned small group of
age-related campers, being with them
throughout the four hour day as they
progress from activity to activity. We also
need a few class assistants in the areas of
cooking, movement, music and visual art. 
We always appreciate a few back-up/on-call
people as well.

Please think about this lovely opportunity
to work with children from the church, the
neighborhood and CSA, then check your
calendars and let Melissa King (965-9818 or
mwk.mwk@comcast.net) know of  your
interest in helping out. You will enjoy the
experience.

—Melissa King

Child Advocates
CHILD ADVOCATES of  Silicon Valley serves
at-risk children in the foster care system by
providing a trained, dedicated volunteer to
mentor and advocate for the childÕs best in-
terests. To learn how you can help contact
sam@cadvocates.org (408) 573-5665 or visit
www.BeMyAdvocate.org. Ñ Kelly Takahashi

Supper club – one of

the best things going

at Foothills.

(See page 4)

Robert Willwerth


Robert Willwerth
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The Library

A new Karen Ar mstrong
KAREN ARMSTRONG’S LATEST book, The
Case For God, traces the path religion has taken
since mankind first painted on cave walls to
invoke the sacred. She details the influences
which have defined how people understood
and expressed their concept of  the divine.

Armstrong believes that it is part of  being
human to long for transcendence and ec-
stasy, yet we yearn for absolutes. We explore
the unknowable and try to name it, define
it, pin it down. The march of  history brings
new influences to bear on theology. Science,
politics and changing social mores influence
how we define God.

However, once we think we have defined
God, that god becomes an idol. We worship
our definition of God.

No words can encompass the mystery so
the concept of  the divine must remain deeply
apophatic.*  In the modern era the tendency
has become to negate the existence of  God.
The scientific outlook which claims that ev-
erything must be demonstrable, i.e., prov-
able, devalues mythos, the mystery. Every-
thing must be logos, or clear and logical. But,
Armstrong points out, things like art, mu-
sic, poetry and religion, which encompass
human feelings, must be measured by dif-
ferent criteria than mathematics and sciences
which deal with objects.

The world today is becoming more rigid
and divisive, according to Armstrong. Espe-
cially among fundamentalists, the view is
that there is one immutable Truth and that
everyone else is wrong. The open-
mindedness and tolerance is overridden by
the strident voices of  conservative theolo-
gians, politicians and even scientists. The

need to be right is more important than the
benefits of  a civil exchange of  ideas.

Religion, if  it is going to survive as a vi-
able social force, must be cultivated by ritual,
prayer and practice, and practice of  ethical
discipline is what makes it visible, viable and
valuable to humanity.

ÑLee Rogers

* This has to be LeeÕs greatest entry yet in the
Obscure Words Sweepstakes. ÒApophaticÓ [ap-uh-
PHAT-ic] doesnÕt even appear in three of  my four
dictionaries, and I consider Òknowledge of  God
obtained through negation; the opposite of
cataphaticÓ [New Oxford American Dictionary]
cryptic to the point of  uselessness. For those among
us who would actually like to know, Òof  or relating
to the belief  that God can be known to humans only
in terms of  what He is not (such as ̀ God is unknow-
able)ÕÓ which I gleaned from the Web, may suffice
to let you sleep tonight. On the other hand Ð stop
me, someone Ñ using ÒunknowableÓ to help define
ÒknownÓ doesnÕt seem terribly helpful, either. Later:
Lee supplies this: ÒAll it means is ÔwordlessÕ.Ó
Which, finally, is how I’m left  Ð Ed.

Library News
THE PUBLISHERS of  Weavings, A Journal of  the
Christian Spiritual Life have changed its
format and publication schedule.  It will now
come out only once a quarter.  You will find
Weavings in the Library/BrideÕs Room in
wall hangers.                                 ÑJeri Schricker

Have you signed up for supper club?

Year-end surge eliminates most of deficit
AS IS OFTEN THE CASE, 2009 closed with a bang. The surge in December contributions to cover
the churchÕs operations brought total operating income up to $406,984, or $8,380 more than the
original estimate. At the same time, operating expenses continued to run below budget, with the
total for the year ending at $408,138, or $9,602 below budget. The final result is that we had a
deficit of  $1,154 versus the planned deficit of  $19,138. Thank you, everyone!

The total for Outreach reached $125,047 made up of  the following categories:
Undesignated Outreach - $49,539
Designated Outreach (OGHS, NIN, Christmas Fund, etc) - $16,854
Allocations from the Foothills Foundation for Undesignated Outreach - $42,776
Allocations from the Weymouth Homeless Fund - $15,878

New envelopes:  To reduce wasted paper, printing costs and mailing costs, offering envelopes this
year are available in two forms: weekly or monthly. Members or families who make their
offerings four times a year or less or who have indicated that they do not need envelopes have not
received any. If  you do want envelopes but have not received them or if  you have received the wrong
type, please let Sam Sparck or Del Fillmore know. We guarantee satisfaction!          ÑDel Fillmore
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